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Polar Cubs Seize the Day(s)!

Gamehaven Cub Scouts and their family members chose to “seize the day”

during Polar Cub Days at Gamehaven Scout Reservation. It was especially

fun because so many family members attended with the Cubs. The 125

enthusiastic volunteers hosted an exciting variety of events. It was the biggest
Polar Cub event ever having over 900 participants!

Out on the lake, participants were able to catch sun"sh, go snow gol'ng,

ice bowling, or curling. Off the lake there was a great sledding hill. Broomball
games occupied the castle, and huge draft horses drew sleighs "lled with
campers around the grounds. There were opportunities to develop “useful”
skills. Tomahawk and harpoon (javelin) throwing were both practiced.
However, it was the skill of making s’'mores that campers worked on the most.

Indoors, campers could putt a round of mini golf or make a bird feeder
from pinecones, sun#ower seed butter and bird seed. Parents could take a
moment to relax and warm up too.

The warm weather in early February melted away most of the snow but none
of the fun. Instead of "shing and bowling, there was target practice at the

BB gun range and archery range. Resourceful volunteer, Jay Burke, used

a Bobcat to scoop up all the remaining snow at camp and recreated the
sledding hill.

Volunteering Can Pay Double

Paul M. Peterson has received Allstate Foundation’s Agency Hands in the Community  award for his
commitment to Scouting programs. As part of this honor, a $500 grant was also awarded to the organization
he serves — Gamehaven Council.

Although Paul, as a young person, did not have the opportunity to become an Eagle Scout, he is well
aware that being an Eagle Scout prepares one to be a more well rounded individual, and that Eagle Scouts
have ‘an edge’ when entering the job market or the military. He is committed to helping young people
enjoy great Scouting and become exemplary leaders.

Paul’'s involvement has ‘paid double’ for Scouting. He is an Allstate agent who has given his time and in
response, the Allstate Foundation has given a grant. Many other businesses will award grants because

of employee volunteer work or will donate “matching funds.” Many of you are like Paul and have given
sel#essly to Scouting. Have you checked with your employer to see if they match funds or award grants for
serving your community?  You too, may be able to double your contribution to Scouting!
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A Year of Extreme Service

Gamehaven Council has announced 2009 to be a Year of Extreme
Service (YES), and is encouraging units to get involved. We are all
aware that our country is facing dif"culties that it has not seen in
many years and that service to others is one of the foundations of
Scouting. In light of our country’s challenges and Scouting’s heart
for service, a Year of Extreme Service to others is "tting preparation
to Scouting’s 100th Anniversary. In keeping with the Scouting
tradition, units are encouraged to do more in service to others
during this time. The goal is not only to do more to help, but also
to be an encouragement to our communities by being even more
helpful. Involvement in YES is also an opportunity to strengthen our relationship with our communities.

In March in Winona and other communities, Scouting for Food activities will be working to "Il local food
shelves. In the Rochester area in March and April, Scouts are promoting a blood drive through the

Mayo Clinic Blood Donor Center. May will be Council wide Skip a Meal Month in which Scouting families
are encourage to skip a meal and donate the money they would have spent to an organization that
provides food to people in need. Please see the Gamehaven Boy Scout Council web site for information
about how you can participate in the blood drive and other Year of Extreme Service activities.

2009 Friends of Scouting

Kick-Off 2009 Silver Beaver Awards
. . ) Gamehaven Council has announced its
Friends of Scouting breakfasts were held in Silver Beaver Awards. We thank the new Silver
Winona, Rochester, Owatonna, and Red Wing Beavers for their many hours of service and
over the winter. Scouting supporters from all over valuable contribution they make to the youth
Gamehaven’s seven county area attended. in our area. The 2009 Silver Beavers are:

Everyone enjoyed a tasty meal and an update

on Scouting in their communities. The attendees
showed strong support of Scouting through their Lee Arnett
donations and pledges. They will make a big
difference in the lives of the young people in
Southeastern Minnesota in 2009. Tim Klinkner

Friends of Scouting breakfasts were made possible

through the generous support of these sponsors:

Mayo Foundation, Steven’s Heating, THINK Bank, GOI’dOﬂ Wanshura
Rochester Plumbing & Heating,
Corporate Web Services, Merrill .
Lynch, Waste Management, Alejandro Ze”er
Heartman Insurance, Winona
National Bank, Red Wing
Stoneware, McDonalds in
Owatonna, and The Owatonna
Rotary Early Edition.

2 Gamehaven Boy Scout Council
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5th Annual Merit Badge Fair

This year's Merit Badge Fair was held on March 14 at Lourdes High School in Rochester and once again it
"lled the school. There were 680 Scouts registered to attend. They spent the day taking classes to help them
earn more merit badges. Forty-three different subjects were taught ranging from Citizenship to Aviation,
Nuclear Science, Weather, and Cinematography. The annual Merit Badge Fair is always a great opportunity
for Scouts working through the ranks on their way to becoming Eagle Scouts. There were even some far-
sighted Webelos present who were beginning to earn their "rst merit badges and get a jump start on their
road to Eagle.

The individuals teaching the classes create an exciting event. There were professionals from Mayo Clinic,
the "re department, the police department, KTTC TV, Virgil's Automotive Services, and Lesmeister Trucking
among others teaching classes. Additional classes were taught by volunteers who have a passion for a
subject and are interested in passing their enthusiasm on to young people. For many of the Scouts, this
provided them with a rare opportunity to learn from an expert.

The event is so well liked that Scouts from 5 other councils

attended. Scouts from Wisconsin and lowa were there along

with Minnesota Scouts. The success is a direct result of the
dedication of the 125 volunteers who help with the Merit
Badge Fair. Many of the volunteers began their work a year
ago as the 2008 fair was winding down.

This year's Merit Badge Fair was featured on the front page
of the Rochester Post-Bulletin newspaper on Monday, March
16 and was covered by KTTC TV. We appreciate their help in
sharing our Scouting adventures with the community.

New Cabins for GSR

The Rochester Area Foundation and the Ron and Theresa Seeger Fund have awarded
a grant of $10,000 to Gamehaven to build two new cabins out at Gamehaven Scout
Reservation.

They will be put to good use housing staff at summer camp, for camping in cooler
weather, and as a way to help introduce camping to youth from cultures that do not have camping as part of their traditions. We

extend our thanks for the generous grant.

New Cabin Dedication

The new cabin dedication will be held at GSR on June 25. It will be an enjoyable evening out at camp. Watch for further details!
Information will also be posted on the Gamehaven Council web site.

Serving Dodge, Fillmore, Goodhue, Olmsted, Steele, Wabasha, and Winona Counties



Gamehaven Elects
New Executive Board Members

Gamehaven council held its annual
meeting on January 20th. Two new
members were added to the Executive
Board. The new members are Marcia
Marcoux, former City Council member
and Dr. LUAnn Hiniker, Campus Regional
Director of the University of Minnesota
Extension Regional Center.

Gamehaven added several new
Executive Board members throughout
the year in 2008. Those who joined the
board after the 2008 annual meeting
include: Dr. Tom Bergquist, Assistant
Professor of Psychology in the Mayo
Medical School; James Robertson,
Education Director for the Diversity
Council; Fernando Arriola, Associate
Warden of the Medical Department

at the Federal Medical Center; Jay
Hesley, Assistant Vice Chancellor for the
University of Minnesota Rochester; and
Alan De Keyrel, President of Corporate
Web Services.

Gamehaven Scout Of'ce
& Scout Shop

Scout Oflce and Scout Shop Hours:
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday- Friday

Contact information:

Telephone: (507) 287-1410

Toll Free: (800) 524-3907

E-mail: scouts@gamehavenbsa.org
Web sitewww.gamehavenbsa.org

1124 11 % Street SE
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Rochester, MN 55904

Thank you for your support
of Scouting through your
generous donations and
selless giving of your time.

Calendar of Events

March 2009

Saturday, March 7 - Sugar Loaf District’s District-Wide Pinewood
Derby Race and Expo. 9:00 a.m. at Winona High School

Saturday, March 7 - Training: New Leadership Essentials & Cub
Scout Speci“c Leaders Training, 8;00 a.m. Pax Christi

Church, Rochester

Friday, March 13 - Wakpaota Cub Scout Lock-in

Saturday, March 14 - Merit Badge Fair & Training

Saturday, March 28 - Hiawatha District's District-Wide
Pinewood Derby Race 9:00 a.m. at Adamson Motors

Saturday, March 28 - Winona Scouting for Food Project

9:00 a.m. at Winona Volunteer Service

April 2009

Saturday - Saturday, April 18 - 25 - Hiawatha District Service

Week

Saturday - Sunday, April 25 & 26 - Turkey Ridge

May 2009

Friday - Sunday, May 1-3 - Outdoor Leader Speci“c Training
Friday - Sunday, May 15-17 - OA Spring Conclave

Saturday, May 16 - BALOO Training

Saturday - Sunday, May 16 & 17 - Outdoor Webelos Leader

Training




