
 

   

 

WELCOME:   Hello Scouts! Please read all the information below. This information will help 

you get prepared for your class and be successful in earning your Fingerprinting  Merit 

Badge.  

 

Fingerprinting requirements are listed below. Read and prepare as noted for each requirement before the session. 

FINGERPRINTING Workbook: http://usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/list.asp. This workbook should be saved to your 

device and used to record your work on.  

FINGERPRINTING BADGE PAMPHLET:  If you need a copy of the pamphlet you can … 

1. Ask your Scoutmaster if they have one in their Library  
2. Check your local Council store   
3. Purchase a digital download at https://www.scoutshop.org/. 
 

ZOOM CLASS SESSION: There is no Zoom Class for the Fingerprinting Merit Badge   

 

MERIT BADGE COUNSELOR: Questions? Contact John Lechner  - nesoloii@gmail.com 

NOTE:  Your instructor will be keeping track of what everyone completes on a requirements sheet. That sheet is 

turned into Gamehaven, and blue cards are sent out via email to the main contact on the registration.  

 

FINGERPRINTING REQUIREMENTS: Be prepared to discuss the topics below 

1. Give a short history of fingerprinting. Tell the difference between civil and criminal Identification. 

 

2. Explain the difference between the automated fingerprint identification system (AFIS) now used by law 

enforcement agencies and the biometric fingerprint systems used to control access to computers and places like 

buildings and airports.  

 

3. Do the following: 

a. Name the surfaces of the body where friction or papillary ridges are found. 

b. Name the two basic principles supporting the science of fingerprints and give a brief explanation of each 

principle. 

c. Explain what it takes to positively identify a person using fingerprints. 

4. Take a clear set of prints using ONE of the following methods: 

a. Make both rolled and plain impressions. Make these on an 8X8 inch fingerprint identification card, 

available from your local police department or your counselor. 

b. Using clear adhesive tape, a pencil  and plain paper, record your own fingerprints or those of another 

person.  

5. Show your merit badge counselor you can identify the three basic types of fingerprint patterns and their 

subcategories. Using your own hand, identify the types of patterns you see. 

 

FINGERPRINTING MERIT BADGE 
Saturday, May 21st 

http://usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/list.asp
https://www.scoutshop.org/
mailto:nesoloii@gmail.com


INTERESTING WEBSITES TO REVIEW: 

• FBI-Federal Bureau of Investigation: https://www.fbi.gov/services/cjis/fingerprints-and-other-biometrics  

• Latent Print examination: https://onin.com/fp/fphistory.html 

• Young Forensic Scientists forum: https://www.aafs.org/young-forensic-scientists-forum 
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